



TURKEY TRIP
Inspired by my recent dabbling in a spot of belly dancing, I have investigated a trip to Turkey.  Package tours seem rigid, somewhat expensive, crowded, and none are very comprehensive.  After some research, I have put together a tour of Turkey which misses out on very little, yet has a number of two night stops, is great value for money, and should be a lot of fun for a group.

I contacted “Made Easy Tours” at Taringa, who are Turkey specialists.  The idea is that a group of us get together and have our own bus, driver, and tour guide and travel with some flexibility.  The hotel nights will be booked in 3 and 4 star hotels, but the days allow us to linger longer if we wish, or get a move on if we are a little bored. The group size will be manageable, so we don’t waste time waiting around for 45 people or so.  

The three week tour will leave Brisbane on Qantas, on the 3pm Friday afternoon flight out of Brisbane on 7th May.  We will transfer to a Turkish Airlines flight in Singapore, and do the reverse on the way home. This is a great time to visit Turkey, as it is not boiling hot, but should still be good for swimming along the coast.  It is also not as busy with tourists.  We arrive in Istanbul early the next morning, have a few days in Istanbul, then save ourselves a lot of boring drives by flying from Istanbul to Malatya in the south-east (but not in Kurdish territory!).  We then pick up our bus and travel back to Istanbul through all the sights.

If we have 12 people we will have a 20 seater coach,  If we have 20 people (the maximum number I am after, or it is not as cosy with more), we will have a 45 seater coach. Unlike conventional tours, we will have lots of room to spread our wings on the bus.
Costs based on 2003 Hotel prices are 

For 20 persons:   $4354 including airfare

For 16 persons:   $4543     “

For 12 persons:   $4834     “

Without the airfare it is $1839.00 less.

This includes all breakfasts, lots of dinners (except when in towns where we might like to go out), 3 or 4 star hotels twin share, the professional guide and driver, airport transfers excepting Istanbul, all sightseeing and admission fees, a restaurant tip for a special included dinner in Istanbul, hotel tips, service charges and taxes.

It does not include, lunches, (expected to be very cheap), some dinners (also good value in Turkey), Personal items, travel insurance, the tip to the guide and driver ( $150 or so is probably expected per person), trip cancellation, travel delays, Turkish visa fees ($20).  There will be three optional trips – a balloon ride in Cappadocia (between $145 and $185 US), and a gulet trip in Bodrum ($25 US), and the Twelve Islands Day Cruise in Oludeniz.
Extra nights in Istanbul at the wonderful Hotel Nena in the Old City will be $140 double bed and brekkie, or $110 single.  Also the trip from the airport in Istanbul is extra ( $100 total, so for 10 people $10 each).
I really think extra charges will be minimal compared to most trips, unless you want to go mad in the carpet shop or the belly dancing costume shop. Unlike other tours the sights along the way are all included, not “optional extras”.

At the end of the tour you may return to Australia or connect to a flight to go to another area.

The details of the trip are below, but may be changed slightly before we depart.  

Fri 7th May

BRISBANE-SINGAPORE

Fly Brisbane-Singapore-Istanbul. Arrive Istanbul 7.20 am Sat
Sat 8th May

SINGAPORE-ISTANBUL

To  Hotel and then cruise on the Bosphorus in the afternoon. Overnight at the Nena Hotel, Old City.

Sun 9th May

ISTANBUL

Tour St Sophia, Blue Mosque, Hippodrome, Yerebatan Cistern, Turkish and Islamic Arts Museum, Suleymaniye Mosque

Mon 10th May

ISTANBUL-MALATYA

Visit Topkapi Palace and Spice Bazaar, Grand Bazaar. Maybe Carpet shop. Fly to Malatya on flight at 22.05 , arriving at 23.40pm. Overnight at the Altin Kayisi Hotel.

Tuesday 11th May
MALATYA-MT NEMRUT-SANLIURFA

Sleep in a little. Transfer to mini vans for the drive up Mt Nemrut,  marvelling at the colossal stone heads of the gods that guard the entrance to King Antiochusi’s tomb. Stop to admire scenery. Overnight at Edessa Hotel Sanliurfa.

Wednesday 12th May  SANLIURFA
Admire architecture at Sanliurfa. Visit the old bazaar and Holy City. Have a drive to Harran to visit the beehive shaped houses. Stay a second night in Sanlifurfa at the Edessa Hotel.

Thursday 13th May
SANLIURFA-HALFETI-YESEMEK-ANTAKYA

Early drive to Antakya, via Yesemek to see traditional village life, open air Hittite sculptures. Boat trip on the Euphrates River at Halfeti. Rumkale (Hromgla) can be included in the itinerary – this is accessible by boat. Rumkale is the place where one of Jesus Christ’s Apostles, St John, wrote his gospels. You will see a ruined fortress, rebuilt and used by the Crusaders. At Antakya Museum are the most amazing Roman mosaics, and St Peter’s Grotto.

Friday 14th May
ANTAKYA-TARSUS-CAPPADOCIA.  

Another early start. Drive through Tarsus to Cappadocia for 3 nights. Overnight at the Kapadokya Lodge Hotel.

Saturday 15th May
CAPPODOCIA

Optional Balloon flight. Full day tour of Cappadocia. Pigeon Valley fortress in Uchisar, early Christian cave churches and frescoes in Goreme and fairy chimneys in Zelve. Shop in Avanos (carpets and pottery). Kay;makli Underground City. Overnight again at Kapadokya Lodge Hotel.   After dinner, attend a cultural performance of the Whirling Dervishes. 
Sun 16th May

CAPPADOCIA

Do what we didn’t get done yesterday! Again 3rd night at the Kapadokya Lodge Hotel.

Mon 17th May

CAPPPADOCIA-KONYA-ANTALYA

Early start. Drive through Konya to Antalya. Overnight at the Tutav Turk Evi (in Kaleci, the old city in Antalya – looks wonderful!)

Tues 18th May

ANTALYA

Morning visit to Roman theatre at Aspendos and then drive to Termessos. Rest day free. Another night at Tutav Turk Evi.
Wed 19th May

ANTALYA-DEMRE-ST NICHOLAS-OLUDENIZ

Through Demre, visiting Church of St Nicholas, origin of Santa Claus. See rock tombs just outside Demre where Lycians buried their heroes in the 4th Century.. On to Oludeniz, and overnight at the Belcehan Beach Club. 

Thurs 20th May
OLUDENIZ

Optional Boat trip out into Bay of Fethiye – Twelve Islands. Full day trip. Stay 2nd night Oludeniz.

Friday 21st May
OLUDENIZ-PAMUKKALE

Drive to Pamukkale,visiting Aphrodisias on the way. Overnight at the Villa Lycus.
Saturday 22nd May
PAMUKKALE-BODRUM

Visit white travertines of Pamukkale, and swim in the Roman hot springs bath.  Necropolis of Heiropolis, and continue to Bodrum. Overnight at the Comca Manzara Hotel.

Sunday 23rd May
BODRUM

Full day in Bodrum, Optional Turkish gulet. Overnight at Comca Manzara Hotel.

Monday 24th May
BODRUM-KUSADASI

Crusader Castle at Bodrum, drive via Priene ruins and temple at Didyma to hotel in Kusadasi. Overnight at Pine Marina Hotel.

Tues 25th May

KUSADASI

To Ephesus. Visit Ephesus Antique City, Virgin Mary’s house, Selcuk Museum. Stay Kusadasi 2nd night at Pine Marina Hotel.

Wed 26th May

KUSADASI-GALLIPOLI

Go to Troy, and then Gallipoli. Overnight at the Hamzakoy Hotel.

Thurs 27th May
GALLIPOLI-ISTANBUL

Tour Gallipoli, leave late in afternoon for Istanbul. Stay the night in Istanbul. Options to stay longer if desired. 

